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EPA’s Test Results Show Safe Drinking Water
in Dimock |

March 15, 2012 | 4:49 PM

By Susan Phillips / Statelm-pact PA

Dimock res-i-dent Vic-to-ria Switzer inside her home. EPA gave her the green-light to drink her
water, but she says she’ll never trust her well water again.

The Envi-ron-men-tal Pro-tec-tion Agency says the drink-ing water test results of 11 homes in
Dimock, Pa. did not show con-t-a-m-i-na-tion high enough to pose a health threat. Two of the
homes tested did show arsenic, but the EPA says the arsenic lev-els are within safe drink-ing
water stan-dards. They plan to retest the water from those house-holds. The water sup-plies of six
of 11 homes did show sodium, methane, chromium or bac-te-ria. Again, the EPA says the
con-cen-tra-tions were within the safe range for drink-ing water.

The EPA says it will con-tinue to pro-vide water to three homes while doing addi-tional
sam-pling. The agency says it will re-evaluate send-ing water to those house-holds after
con-duct-ing its sec-ond round of test-ing. In the mean-time, the EPA says they will meet with
res-i-dents to dis-cuss their health-related concerns.

The EPA stepped in to Dimock’s water con-tro-versy after state reg-u-la-tors said Cabot Oil and
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Gas could halt free water deliv-er-ies to res-i-dents. The head of Pennsylvania’s DEP, Michael
Krancer, crit-i-cized the fed-eral action. In a state-ment issued by the EPA on Thurs-day, the
agency says it con-tin-ues to base its deci-sions on science.

“Qur actions will con-tinue to be based on the sci-ence and the law as we work to help get a clear
pic-ture of water qual-ity for these homes in Dimock.”

Dimock res-i-dent Vic-to-ria Switzer says EPA offi-cials showed up at her door on Wednes-day
to hand deliver the results. The tests by the EPA show sodium in Switzer’s water but says it

. poses no health con-cerns. There are no fed-eral drink-ing water stan-dards for either sodium or
methane. But EPA spokesman Roy Seneca says they did find methane and sodium above “trig-
ger” lev-els in some households.

“This prompted us to do an ear-lier review by a tox-i-col-o-gist and to expe-dite a qual-ity
assur-ance review should we need to take an imme-di-ate action to pro-vide water,” wrote Seneca
in an email response. “EPA con-ducted those reviews and found no health concerns.”

Still, Switzer says she has mixed feel-ings about the results.

“I"d like to say it gives me a sense of relief because I can shower and do laun- -dry,” said Switzer.
. “But I’'m not gomg to drink my water.”

Switzer hasn’t drank her water for four years, when she says it came out of her tap gray and
foamy. The water is now clear, and she installed a vent to reduce the amount of methane in her
well water, which she uses for bathing. But she says her water test results over those four years
have fluc-tu-ated between drink-able and non- drmkable So Switzer says she’ll never know when
the water could change for the worse.

“I will never feel secure enough to drink that water,” she said.
Her neigh-bo ig S ees. “I would never ever, ever, drink that water again,” said
Sautner. Sautne and Switzer are two of sev-eral res-i- dents suing Cabot Oil and Gas over the
contamination.

But Anne Teel, a neigh-bor of Switzer and Saut-ner, says she feels per-fectly safe drink-ing her
water. Teel’s water well was plugged up with sed-i-ment after gas drilling occurred nearby. But
Teel says her water tests now show it’s ciean. Cabot Oil and Gas pro-vided Teei with fresh water,
but she says she and her hus-band have been using their well water for the past two years.

“I don’t know how many more times you can test the water,” said Teel. “And we’ve never had
any-thing that’s shown we shouldn’t con-tinue to drink the water.”

Teel and her hus-band Ron leased their land to Cabot, which drilled its first test wells on their

prop-erty. The Teels also had the EPA test their water recently, but it’s unclear if they have
received results yet. The EPA tested about 60 house-holds, but not all of the water tests have
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been com—pleted EPA spokesman Ron Seneca says the agency plans to release sets-of tests each .
week for the next three weeks.

Cabot Oil and Gas released a state-ment say-ing the com-pany is © stead fastly com-mit-ted to
envi-ron-men- tal stew-ard- sh1p” and is happy with the EPA’s ﬁrst 11 test results.

“We are pleased that data released by EPA today on sam-pling of water in Dimock con-firmed
" ear-lier find-ings that Dimock drink-ing water meets all reg-u-la-tory standards.”

Roy Seneca - : !
EPA Region 3 Press Officer '
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